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Idea Concept SAAR

A view to the main exhibition area from the entrance. Ramp gives accessibility to all and organises exhibition into theme islands.




O1.

An explanatory statement

The Art of Coexistence: An Approach to
Natural History and Future Coexistence

Our vision for the Estonian Natural History Museum reshapes the traditional boundaries of nature exhibits,
transforming them into spaces that reveal our interconnectedness with the natural world. The Art of Coexistence aims to
immerse visitors in the intricate web of life, emphasizing that nature is not an entity, but and cver-present part of our
daily lives. Through interactive and multisensory experiences, we hope to inspire a sense of belonging within a shared

biosphere.

This exhibition bridges the gap between humans and the rest of the living world, encouraging visitors to see the world
from a fresh perspective. By stepping beyond the human scale, they can perceive the symphony of small creatures and
vast natural forces that sustain life. From marshes and forests to urban 1andseapes, each exhibit high]ights the delicate

balance of ecosystems and and the consequences of ecological imbalance.

By engaging with these environments in this exhibition, visitors can explore the connections between species,
understand the impact of human actions on planetary health, and appreciate the shared responsibility we all share.
Our concept supports reflection and taking responsibility. The exhibition shows that protecting nature is not just

altruistic act. It is a call to action that shows that earing for nature is essential for our own survival on the planet.

From marshes and forests to urban realms, each exhibition space underscores the interconnected essence of life and the
imperative of ecological harmony — not as something distant or displayed behind glass, but intrinsically bound to our

very being.



OZ. Introduction

Welcome to the Estonian Museum of Natural History exhibition The Art of Coexistence, an immersive journey through time, space, and scale.
As you ascend the winding ramp, you'll be guided through the special aspects and information about the Estonian nature, where the trail leads

you through a series of interconnected islands, each revealing the intricate tapestry of life on our planet.



This exhibition marks a bold shift from traditional museum experiences. Rather than passively
observing nature, you are invited to engage with it on a deeper level — to see the world from
new perspectives inspired by the intricate connections within ecosystems and the unique way

other speeies perceive their surroundings.

The journey through the exhibition goes along a ramp surrounded by thematic islands
depicting different natural landscapes of Estonia. Each island represents a distinct ecosystem,
from the vast, interconnected seas to the vibrant, inteliigent forests. As you ascend, you’ii
encounter thought-provoking themes and immersive sensory experiences that challenge your

understanding of hurnanity's reiationship with the natural world.

At the core of this expedition lies the concept of coexistence — the recognition that we are not
the sole architects of our shared environments but bart of a grand symphony of life. Through
interactive displays, augmented reality, and hands-on experiences, you will be invited to see
beyond a human-centered perspective. Bu embracing the concept of the art of coexistence, the
exhibition encourages not just understanding, but action — empowering the visitor to take

steps towards a more harmonious relationship with the nature.






O}. Core Exhibition Concept

Movie “The Wind Sculpted Land”, Joosep Matjuse

Theme and purpose

The Estonian Natural History Museum’s new permanent exhibition, The Art of Coexistence, invites visitors on a transformative journey of
discovery and reflection, exploring our relationship with nature. Housed in a state-of-the-art, energy-efhicient wooden complex, the

muscuim SEerves bOth an environmental awareness l‘lllb and a uardian O{: Estonia’s naturai and Cuiturai herita C.
& &

Through the core exhibition, the museum welcomes everyone — locals and international guests, young and old alike - to ask questions, share

insights, deepen their understanding of Estonia’s rich natural iandscapes and the urgent ecoiogicai Chaiienges we face today.



Estonia, often described as a nature nation, offers unparalleled
access to the wilderness, with both common and rare species,
diverse post—giaeiai iandseapes, and habitats rich in biodiversity
and nacural heritage. However, in daily life, many people’s actions

often reflect a growing disconnection from this heritage.

The Exhibition The Art of Coexistence seeks to bridge chis gap by
inviting visitors to reconsider their role in nature and, ultimacely,
to cultivate a deeper, more caring atticude toward the
environment. At its core, the exhibition aims to inspire visitors not
just to reflect on coexistence but to aetively engage with it —

transforming knowledge to action.

In the main hall we want to give accessibility to all so the design
has resulted in a journey on a pathway (ramp) swirling through the
room and dividing space into theme islands like Medow of
Memory, Forest Web and so on. The ramp is design according to
Estonian standards. While pathway is descending and connecting
floor with balcony additional spaces for visitors will be under it

thus resuiting in interesting special experience visitors can explore.



The exhibition concept and physical layout in the museum’s main hall are organized into three distinct sections: the ground floor (A), the “islands” along the

ramp (B), and the balcony (C).

On the ground floor (A), visitors will find enclosed enclosed thematic spaces nestled beneath the ramp and balcony. As visitors ascend to the “islands” (B) along

the ramp, they encounter open exhibition spaces. In addition to speciﬁc topics covered on the “islands”, these areas also offer broader and safe view of the

exhibition hall and allow visitors to graduaﬂy take in exhibition from an elevated perspective.

The balcony (C), the layout includes variety of settings, from open display spaces to more confined spaces, such as a built-in liccle cottage, offering multiple

ways for visitors to interact with the exhibition..

ENTRANCE > A

SHOP
TICKETS

CHILDREN'S
AREA

EXIT I I TEMPORARY
EXHIBITIONS

A. Ground floor

SHOP
TICKETS

SHOP
TICKETS

CHILDREN'S

CHILDREN'S
AREA n

EXIT TEMPORARY

EXHIBITIONS

AREA n
EXIT TEMPORARY
EXHIBITIONS

B. Exhibition areas on the ”islands” C. Museum balcony
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The ramp area and its themaric "islands" feature open exhibition spaces, bordered by transparent railings. This layout encourages
movement, interaction, and exploration, with each island offering a unique perspective on the exhibition. As visitors ascend the

ramp toward the balcony, they move from intimate, detailed views in the thematic spaces to a broader, interconnected

understanding of the exhibition. This progression mirrors the Conceptuai relationship between individual elements and their plaee

within the exhibition hall allowing visitors to reflect on the themes and their connections to one another.




The exhibition is designed to be accessible to all, blending scientific
knowledge with creative presentation techniques to engage visitors
of all ages and backgrounds. It offers both physical and digital
aeeessibility, ensuring that everyone can connect with the content

content in meaningful ways.

Interactivity is at the heart of the experience. Visitors can engage
with digital installations, augmented reality, interactive bioramas
and hands-on activities that allow them to explore nature from
different perspectives. These interactive features encourage empathy
and a deeper understanding of the interconnectedness of species and
ecosystems. Each exhibit highlights the idea that humans are part of
the larger natural web, emphasizing the interdependence of all life

forms.

The exhibition is designed for a wide range of public and offers
a multi—layered experience. Children can enjoy speeially
designed activities, such as caves to climb through. Modern
digital solutions like touchscreens, holographie displays, and
augmented reality offer engaging content for visitors of all ages.
Traditional exhibits with detailed text offer additional depth for

those who wish to explore furcher.

The layout alternates between dynamic, interactive zones and
tranquil spaces for reflection. This creates harmony between
active exploration and allows moments of serenity for

meditation and reflection.

Personal connections to the content is encouraged through input
stations where visitors can share their stories, thoughts, and
environmental commitments. These reflections contribute to
Estonia’s environmental narrative, weaving individual

experienees into a collective story about care for the planet.

12



The exhibition's core message is one of unity and responsibility,
focusing on both Estonian nature and global environmental
challenges. It offers a broad view of ecosystems and the urgent
issues faeing the world, highlighting themes such as the
relationship between humans and nacure, the benefits of nature,
and human impact in the Anthropocene. These themes are
explored through sections on nature's antifragility, the effects of
human actions (both negative, like greenwashing, and positive,

like nature protection), and more.

For example, while the benefits of nature are featured in one
section, they are also woven into other areas, such as forests,
where the cultural and practical value of woodlands is explored.
The exhibition encourages a shift in individual mindsets,
promoting environmental advocacy, eco-friendly behaviors, and
an understanding of the evolution of Estonian nature from the

Ice Age to today.

The unique character of Estonia’s landscapes — from forests to
heritage meadows — is woven into thematic areas on global
energy flows, lakes, rivers, mires, and more. The exhibition
emphasizes the interconnectedness of species and habitats,
reflecting the principle that nature’s communities function as
cohesive systems, not isolated entities. This approach is evident in

the displays and educational materials throughout the exhibition.

The goal is to foster a lasting connection with nature,
highlighting the beauty and resilience of Estonia’s landscapes
while stressing the urgency of protecting them in a changing
world. Through exploration and discovery, visitors are reminded
of their power to shape the future, promoting a culture of

aAwarcness, I'€Sp€Ct, and coexistence Wlth the natural WOI’ld.

13






04.The Story

Narrative Structure

The exhibition is designed as a cohesive, immersive journey, blending
scientific knowledge with engaging sensory experiences. Focusing on
themes of interconnection, the narrative deepens visitors' understanding
of how humans and nature are intricately linked in a delicate balance

while encouraging self-reflection of environmental responsibility.

The narrative follows an aristotelian narrative structure via a "hero's
journey", with the main character acting as a storyteiier. This character
observes and describes the life and activities of unique topic openers at
cach themartic "island,” and shares their stories. This concepr offers
VISitors a deeper connection to the ecosystems or topics they encounter.
As visitors journey through the exhibition, they follow this guide,
gaining insights into how each element of nature, no matter how small,

contributes to the larger web of life.

Photo: Jarek Joepera



The Main Storyteller and Theme Openers

The exhibitions central storyteller and symbolic guide is the Wind. Wind is timeless, omnipresent. She sees and hears
everything — a figure who knows all the secrets of nature. She rustles in the bush in the garden, caresses the bees on the
meadows, blows over the snowfields and roars like a storm on the seas. She knows the stories of every creature and

ecosystem.

As visitors move through the exhibition, the Wind introduces them to each thematic “island”, where different species like
brown algae in the "Life of the Baltic Sea” arca, a wild hare in "In the Heart of Estonian Mire,” and a housefly in "City
Life: Nature in Our Homes” are met. The Wind observes and describes the lives, behaviours and habitats of various species,

and translates the stories of objects from museum’s collection into human “language”.

Along each story, the Wind rises thought-provoking questions about the relationships between these creatures/objects and
their environments or about human/culcural impact on them. These questions linger in the visicors’ minds as they explore

the exhibition, inviting reflection on the deeper connections between themselves and nature and enhanced learning,

As the Wind speaks of nature’s mysteries, it invites visitors to truly listen and immerse themselves in these worlds. The
wind, a silent force, weaves a tapestry of connection. Carrying fleeting spores, it helps new life spread across the land. An

invisible agent of Change, the wind shapes our world.

16



Visitor Experience
and Engagement

At the entrance to each thematic space, an inviting screen gently mvites
visitors from one area to the next. These sereens subtly highlight the key
clements what to notice and explore, enhancing the journey with each

step.

The screens introduce visitors to the theme opener of each section
through sight and sound. Interaction is entirely up to the visitor. For a
more laid-back experience, visitors can simply watch a Calming video of

the opener in its natural habitar, like a peaceful documentary.

For a deeper experience, visitors activate the storyline by pressing a
start-button or using other digital means to activate the screen, triggering
an interactive short storyline. This choice brings the theme on the screen
to life, guiding visitors through an intimate, sensory journey with nature,
revealing the sights, sounds, and secrets of life and ecosystems of each

theme opener..

Photo: Jarek Joepera
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Deepening the Story

As visitors enter each thematic area, the story introduced at the entrance
continues through display texts and interactive elements. The Wind’s
narrative weaves through the exhibitions, connecting the visitor’s journey

back to the storytelling and theme openers.

Thought—provoking questions from the Wind enhance the exhibits, for
example, near the seal display in the “Life of the Baltic Sea” section, the
usual details about its habitat and behaviour might be followed hy the
Winds personalised insightful questions i.e.: “Did you know that seals can hold
their breath for nearly half an hour? Imagine the hidden worlds they can see

beneath the waves.

This mix of facts and questions deepens learning, inspiring curiosity,
wonder, and concern for nature’s future. The scoryteller Wind enriches

visitors’ understanding and connection with nature and themselves.

Narrative Arc

To maintain a seamless flow, the narrative arc has been designed to echo the
visitor path itself, with each themartic area serving as a Chapter in the
overarching story. As visitors move along the meandering wooden ramp, the
story gradually builds from the ground floor’s introduction to Estonia’s
natural history and ecosystems to the balconies exploration of global
environmental challenges and potential solutions. This gradual ascent is not
only a physical journey but also a metaphorical one — reflecting a

progression from understanding and appreciation to concern and action.

The storyline is multi-layered to cater to diverse audiences, with distinct
levels of engagement that allow for various depths of interaction. For younger
visitors, we integrate playful, engaging interactions that allow for tactile and
visual diseovery at their cye height, while more detailed, eontempiative
elements serve older visitors who seek a deeper dive into the science and
ethical questions behind each topic. For those 100king to engage personally,
visitor input points allow individuals to contribute reflections and
commitments using their ticker, creating a shared narrative experience that
enriches the exhibition and enables the museum to build a collective

environmental archive.
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Emotional Variation

Emotional variation plays a crucial role in the narrative, guiding visitors
through a range of feelings — from wonder and joy to urgency and
introspection. Each thematic area is carefully designed with lighting,
soundscapes, and sensory elements that align with the emotional tone of
the content. For example, the heritage meadows and forests sections evoke
tranquility and admiration, while topics like global challenges and the
Anthropocene will present more intense, contemplative atmospheres.

By alternating moments of calm reflection with more urgent themes, the
exhibition encourages visitors to pause, process, and engage meaningfully

with each space.

Throughout the the journey, reflective spaces allow visitors to contemplate
their role in nature, take a moment to rest, or think more deeply about

their impact.

The Topic Openers

Each exhibition space begins with a unique "theme opener” character, such as
brown pine algae in "Life of the Baltic Sea," a wild hare in "In the Heart of
Estonian Mire," and a housefly in "City Life: Nature in Our Homes." These
characters and their habitats are observed by the Wind, who adjusts her tone,

energy, and perspective to match the topic.

Through these shifting perspectives, the Wind reveals a series of sub-stories,
cach with its own exposition, climax, and resolution. These mini-narratives
explore ecosystems, human impacts, and related problems or solutions,
creating engaging and emotionally resonant plots. The suggested theme
openers are primarily drawn from the Estonian National Museum of
History's "ldea Competition” documents, with minor adjustments detailed

later in the "Core Exhibition" section.

19



Narrative Examples

Here are three examples of possible narratives of the
storybots, the interactions between the main
character — the storyteller Wind and the topic
opener. We have selected 3 topics to be portrayed -
the "Life of the Baltic Sea” on the ground floor of
the exhibition, "In the Heart of Estonian Mire” on
the "island” on the ramp area, and the topic of "City
Life: Nature in Our Homes” located on the balcony

area of the planned exhibition.

Photo: Wikipedia

1. Exhibition area: ”Life of the Baltic Sea”
Topic opener: Brown algae, Phacophyceae
Storyteller: Wind (beautiful, soft, and gentle female voice)

Story: The wind whispers softly across the Baltic Sea, feeling the rhythm of the

water beneath him. She dips below the surface, hovering above the swaying algae.

"These algae,” the wind speaks quietly, "are the silent guardians of the sea. For
centuries, they’ve felt the balance of life here. But now, the water is clouded. Invisible

ollution — plastics, chemicals, metals — poisons evervthing, though you can't see it.”
) ) rytning, gny

She moves gently among the algae. "Once, fish danced in clear waters. Now, there’s only
noise. Underwater hums and echoes from ships and machines, discurbing the sea's peace.

What will it do to the creatures here?”

Rising above, the wind adds, "Everyching is connected — clean water, calm currents,

healthy life. But now, the balance is off. Can you feel it?”

She grows quieter, her tone thoughtful. "The sea calls for help, but who will listen?
What will happen to these waters if pollution grows? And what can you do to protect

them?"

20



Photo: Jarek Joepera

2. Exhibition area: ”In the Heart of Estonian Mire”
Topic opener: Wild hare, Lepus timidus
Storyteller: Wind (beautiful, soft, and gentle female voice)

Story: The wind blows gently and somewhat mysteriously across the swamp
landscape. Ruffles the lingonberry here and moves the marsh leaves there. Finds a small
rabbit hiding in the vegetation. The rabbit's ears are listening, its eyes are vigilantly
exploring the surroundings, its whole body is alert and a lictle scared — just like a secret

hidden in the depths of the swamps. The wind moves closer to him and ruffles his hair.

The wind whispers, "Look at him, that lictle white rabbit. There is something timid about

him, like the foot of a person walking on a marsh.”

The wind moves around the rabbit: "Do you know why he lives here? He loves marshes

because it offers him a safe hiding place from large predators.”

The wind rises higher and "looks” over the marsh landscape: "But marshes are much
more than a refuge for small animals — they are sources of life. They store and purify

water, store carbon and mitigate the vagaries of the Earth's climate.”

She rises even higher above Estonia. "Yer, in the human world, these Earth’s cleaning
filters are often overlooked, neglected, or drained without thought. Today, there are three

times fewer bogs in Estonia than there used to be...”

The wind pauses, but then speaks softly, with a sense of hope: “But it’s not oo late.
If we remember how precious these places are and protect them, the rabbit’s home — and
many others — can continue to thrive. So, where will the bunny hide now? Maybe, in the

places we still have time to protect.”

21



Photo: Wikipedia

3. Exhibition area: ”City Life: Nature in Our Homes”
Topic opener: House fly, Musca domestica
Storyteller: Wind (beautiful, soft, and gentle female voice)

Story: The wind blows in the streets, spins a single candy wrapper, rustles in the
crowns of the park trees, pulls a 5 euro bill from an unsuspecting person on the street,
with which he wants to buy a hot dog from a stand. He spins this money on the star
town and quietly lands it on the kicchen windowsill through the open window of one of

the apartment buildings. On the windowsill a fly buzzes around quietly.

She rustles the wings of a fly once: "Do you see him? A small, insignificant ﬂy, isn't it!?”
The wind Zaughs and continues: "He's closer to you than you think. He has accompanied
people for thousands of years, tmveling with them over seas and mountains. He is here

because you are here. Your home is his home.”

The fly indifferently begins to wash its eyes: "This lictle insect may seem annoying, but

it’s your companion. It follows you, cleaning up what is left behind from your meals.”

The fly takes off and lands on the edge of the trash can. The wind follows him and
says, "He doesn’t mean you harm, but because he feeds on waste, he can carry bacteria and

viruses. It’s a reminder to be mindful of our waste.”

The ﬂy fluccers away, and the wind rises, 1eaVing the window and soaring above the
city: “The fly may seem small and even bothersome in this big city, but it also shows us
something important — the delicate balance between nature and civilization. Can the ciry
coexist with nature? Can you learn from this little insect, listening to its quiet lessons on

how we can live more harmoniously with the world around us?”
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Natural white acoustic
plaster ceiling

White lime local clay paint

L.

walls
|

05. Interior
architecture

Interior architecture and exhibition design work in
tandem, creating a harmonious and effective exhibition

experience.

While the exhibition itself is colorful and detailed, the
interior should serve as a calming shell cthat brings

COh@SiOH to the Space.

Material choices create a balanced backdrop that
supports and complements but does not compete with

the exhibition.

The path ﬂoating in the main exhibition hall gives
accessibility to all. Ramp is designed according to
Estonian standards; it has 5% incline and has resting
platforms. The resting platforms have been placed
accordingly with the exhibition content. Handrails will
be also added according to the standards and can be

used to place information.
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The interior architecture of the museum creates a serene, enveloping
space, that enhances the visitor experience by focusing attention on the

exhibits while maintaining a peacefui atmosphere.

EXposed CLT beams add subtle natural aesthetic that aiigns with
minimalist and nature-inspired theme. Between the wooden beams
natural white acoustic piaster provides Visuaiiy soft and clean

appcarance.

The walls will have soft, matte finish using white lime paint. White helps

CO create an airy, opcn environment and S€rve as a neutrai baekground.

A smooth homogeneous floor is continuous and without patterns.
Uniform flooring choice provides bland base, contributing to the

minimalist design, while being durable and casy to maintain.

The ramp is covered with warm toned wooden deck flooring that
enhances the organic, inviting feel of the space. The wooden surface
Compiements the surrounding iandscape, creating a visual flow
between the islands. Additionally, wood is more forgiving
underfoot, which can be more comfortable for Waiking up and

down the ramp.
Proposed design approach prioritizes simplicity and functionality.

In suggested materials, lime paint and ramp’s wooden deck can be
locally sourced. Acoustic plaster can be made from natural
materials (cork, clay, diatcomaceous earth, lime). Macterials are

environmentaiiy friendiy.
All relevant reguiatory acts, incl. those listed in procurement

documents, have been considered and the solutions offered and

planned respond fUiiy to thGSC requirements.

25



Oé.ldeas for
lighting solutions

Lighting solution should be a mix of functional and aesthetic lighting. First, to help
Visitors navigate and see the exhibits Cleary. Second, to create mood and highlight

important objects in a subtle, refined way.

General lighting in the exhibition area will be settled with white spotlights on tracks.
The tracks would be fixed to the sides of the CLT Ceiling beams, to not clutter the
visual experience. Areas under the islands will have white spotlights and linear lights
on recessed tracks. Track hghting offers ﬂexibihty, allowing the hghts to be

repositioned easily to focus on speciﬁc objects or areas.

The ramp sides will have linear ambient lighting, that draws out the pathway between
the islands and guides the visitors along their journey through the exhibition. The

ambient light creates a soft, welcoming environment.

On the islands we suggest to use adjustable spotlights integrated into the landscape,
hidden from sight so that space remains Visuaﬂy clean. Hidden hghting results in a

more organic, immersive experience for the visitor.

Small exhibits will have additional mini spotlights inside the glass showcase. These
lights need to be non heat emitting to not damage the exhibits over time. This kind of

solution also minimizes the risk of glare or reflections from other light sources.
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(7. Exhibition solutions
incl multimedia and
special solutions

As visitors ascend the island odyssey, they are enveloped in a sensory symphony
— forest whispers, salty mists, and earthy scents dissolve boundaries between
observer and environment. State-of-the-art technology enhances this intimate
experience, with augmented reaiity and interactive displays revealing
micro-worlds and sweeping ecosystems. The journey alternates between

iingering moments of awe and dynamic giimpses of nature’s intricate rhythms.

Surprise and wonder evolve into connection and understanding as ViIsitors
become active participants, not just spectators. By creating, manipulating, and
influencing their surroundings, they unlock new perspectives and a profound

sense of belonging within the natural world.




Approach to
intferactive exhibits

Our interactive exhibits forge tangible, immersive connections,
opening new horizons. From microscopic marvels to sweeping
vistas, visitors befriend non-human companions, yet grasp the
context of entire ecosystems. This multiscalar experience
cultivates profound empathy, Challenging anthropocentric
perspectives and inviting a deeper understanding of our
interconnected world. By merging the intimate and the

systemic, we empower visitors to reimagine their place within

nature's grand tapestry.




Ticket solution

To enhance visitor engagement and foster a sense of both
personal and communal commitment, we will
implement a self-service ticketing, similar to fast food
service stands, solution featuring intuitive touch screen
machines. The issued tickets will serve a dual purpose,
functioning not only as entry passes but also as
interactive tools via QR codes throughout the
exhibition, imbuing them with meaning and

transforming them into cherished mementos post—visit.

(leo-

At key points in the museum, visitors will encounter circular
screens inviting them to insert their ticket and place their hand.
This triggers a thought—provoking question, encouraging reflection
on our shared responsibility for nature. By responding, visitors
make a symboiie piedge, turning their ticket into a tangibie

reminder of their commitment.

As they exit, visitors will scan their tickets one final time — not at a
turnstile, but at the base of a striking statue of an iconic animal.
This meaningful gesture, resembling a respectful bow, honors the
majesty of these creatures and their vital role in our ccosystems.
This final interaction emphasizes the interconnectedness of all life
and reinforces the urgency of collective action to protect our

natural heritage.
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Directional speakers
help museums deliver

S targeted, immersive, and - T
i ~ noise-free experiences .
Tactile illustration
Touchscreen 43"
Personalized content
: i ¥ L o)
i ]

by ticket or video with Touch the sign

Secrets of footprint) to explore
the theme opener % cedlatarice (footprint) P

Content in sign
language (video)

Ticket registration

Touch to explore

A

Option to add Braille, tactile text
a handset with .9 <
a magnetic wall mount

. ---~_ lactile paving
I n-l-rod u C-I-o ry Upon entering each area, visitors are greeted by vertical installation serving as a topic opener that serves as a multisensory
. gateway into the space. This interactive installation features a touch screen and tactile surfaces, inviting exploration through
Di S p I a U sight, sound, and touch. As visitors engage with the screen, they are enveloped in a symphony of nature sounds, subtle scents,
T h eme O pe ner and dynamic visuals that introduce the exhibition's themes. One-handed earphone speakers provide an intimate audio

experience, while Braille texts ensure accessibility for all. This sensory-rich entry point sets the stage for a deeper dive into

the exhibition's content, sparking curiosity and engagement from the very beginning.
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Entrance to the exhibition

Visitors enter the exhibition through a misty tunnel
reminiscent of Estonia's "sth season” fogs. Sunlight filters
through the haze, revealing hidden colors and patterns chat
symbolize nature's unseen layers. This dreamlike experience
blurs the lines between human and non-human realms, creating
a sensory shift that encourages visitors to connect with the

intercwined worlds showcased in the exhibition.
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Beneath the
Surface: A Curious
Coastal Perspective

A biorama that upends expectations, offering an
extraordinary glimpse of the coast from just
beneath the sea's surface. Here, visitors encounter
the underbelly of ducks, water birds diving
through the water, and the occasional seal, its
curiosity drawing it closer to investigate the

Visiting human observers themselves.

lSH"’Z APPROACHES
«;a UNDERWRTER  VIEW
of ﬁN(MnLS

) )

yis|ToR CAR

Rgavtgr APIMAG
To S‘TMOING IN THE
RIGAT 28NED
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Baltic Sea Dive

As visitors enters an elevator, a storm above makes way for
underwater calmness as it descends into the Baltic Sea. A view
teeming with life, it moves into darker waters where the effects
of human activity become clear — hypoxie zones & signs of
seabed mining. But on the ascends, a calm Baltic archipelago
appears, offering a vision of coexistence and a deeper

understanding of the sea's fragile state.
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1o Ste THE
wtece scent

lce Age Unveiled

The Ice Age installation begins with transparent screens, frosted to resemble
frozen landscapes. As visitors approach, the "ice" melts away, revealing a vibrant
biorama of an ancient world beneath the ice. Mammoths roam, glaciers glisten,
and life unfolds in startling detail. This dynamie interaction bridges past and
present, inviting visitors to reflect on cycles of change and the enduring traces of

Earth's frozen history.
Y
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Lenses of Life

By turning tangible rings that function as lenses, users intuitively
zoom in to reveal ever-smaller creatures. With each turn, new layers
of the ecosystem are exposed, from the surface biotopes teeming
with visible life, down to the hidden depths of the marsh. Here, in
the mid—depth and deep water biotopes, anaerobic microorganisms
and specialized invertebrates thrive in the low-oxygen
environments. The interactive experience delves into the sediment
biotopes, unveiling the rich biodiversity and complex dynamics of

these natural environments.

Nature's Palette

Visitors are immersed in Konrad Migi's lake painting in an
unprecedented way. Through directional microphones and augmented
binoculars, hidden beings lurking within the artwork are unveiled.
With each shift in focus, new secrets are revealed, transforming the
static image into an interactive, multi-sensory exploration. Art and
technology are blended to create a dynamic, mystical experience,

inviting visitors to discover the unseen.

35



Sound search

In an installacion set within a meadow, visitors are equipped
with a unique metal detector-like device to explore the sonic
1andscape hidden beneath their feet. As they sweep the ground,
users hear the amplified sounds of insects, worms, and tinier
non-human beings through headphones. Each discovery unveils
the symphony of life typically unnoticed, offering an immersive
and auditory journey into the microcosm of the meadow. This
Interactive experience invites visitors to connect with the

unseen and unheard inhabitants of the natural world.

Be the Bee

In an installation situated within a meadow, visitors are invited to
perceive the world through the eyes of a bee. By placing their head
inside a large bee head sculprure, users are immersed in an infrared view
of a meadow. This unique perspective reveals the hidden landing strips
on flowers, known as nectar guides, which are typically invisible to the

human eye. Aﬂowing visitors to walk a mile in the bee umwelt.
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Lexicon of the Life

In an installacion that reverses the nature experience; visitors are
invited to explore how nature has profoundly shaped the
Estonian language and culcure. The experience begins with a
serene walkchrough of a stylized Estonian landscape, where
interactive elements trigger auditory and visual representations
of nature's influence on language. Visitors discover the
multicude of onomatopoeic words in Estonian, illustrating the
diverse sounds of nature, and how these have enriched the
1anguage's expressiveness teaching Estonians and foreigners alike

the intrinsic interrelation of culture and nature.

Deforestation Dilemma

In group experiences visitors are invited to roie—piay as
foresters, competing against cach other to harvest a virtual
forest in a set amount of time. Equipped with realistic tools,
participants initially strive to clear-cut as many trees as
possibie, fueled by competition. However, as the forest
disappears, the ecosystem's decline becomes evident, with the
once-rich tapestry of life diminished. Over time, piayers realize
the long-term impact of their actions, understanding that
sustainable forest management is key to maintaining a heaithy
ecosystem and producing quality wood. The experience
encourages reflection on responsibie resource use and the

importance of environmental stewardship.
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Urban animals

In an interactive installation exploring synurhanization, Visitors are
challenged to envision and design future cities that genuinely coexist
with nature. Through an engaging City—huiiding game, participants
learn that incorporating nature is not merely symbolic, but essential
for a healthy ecology. The goai is to create urban spaces that
accommodate everything from beavers to diverse biota, and other
wildlife, understanding that their presence indicates a thriving
ecosystem. Players must balance development with environmental
stewardship, designing cities with integrated wetlands, green
corridors, and nesting sites. The experience encourages visitors to

rechink urban pianning and embrace a future where cities and nature

coexist harmoniously in a future “sponge city”.
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Roots of Renewal

In the city hands on urban farming is is engendered visitors delve into
the fundamentals of soil health and sustainable cultivation. Equipped
with test tubes, participants collect soil samples from an urban garden
and analyze them using a specialized scanner. On-screen displays reveal
insights into the soil's composition and nutrient levels, highlighting the
importance of wise CTOp rotation and strategic pianting. Visitors learn
how certain plants naturally enrich the soil with nitrates, eliminating
the need for artificial fertilizers. Through hands-on exploration, the
installation fosters a deeper understanding of sustainable urban
agricuiture, encouraging visitors to adopt eeo—friendiy practices in their

Oown communities.

38



Sustainable Domesticity

In a thought-provoking installation, visitors are offered a glimpse
into the future of domesticity, where the infrastructural
functions we take for granted are reirnagined for a sustainable
world. The exhibition explores how our stance towards natural
resources will necessitate a recalibration of urban infrastructure,
with everyday objects like radiators and toilets evolving to
integrate seamlessly with eco-friendly technologies. Visitors can
examine the backsides of familiar items, revealing innovative
adaptations such as radiators designed for efficient heat exchange
using renewable energy sources, and toilets equipped with
advanced water reeyeiing and composting systems. Encouraging
reflection on the future of our cities and the critical role of

sustainable design n preserving natural resources.

The life in You

In an apartment setting a mirror installation invites visitors to explore
the ecosystem that thrives within them. As visitors approach, the mirror
comes to life, revealing a digital overlay of the myriad biota and other
tiny non-humans sharing our bodies. These microscopic organisms swirl
and multiply, illustrating the complex web of life that comprises our inner
ccosystem. The installation responds to the viewer's movements,
dynamically adjusting the representation to mirror their gestures and
poses. This captivating experience challenges the notion of the self as a
singular entity, instead presenting us as a symbiotic community of
interdependent organisms. It invites visitors to embrace the idea that life
and the environment are not merely external phenomena but integral
parts of our being. By highiighting the unseen world within us, the mirror
installation fosters a deeper understanding of coexistence and
interconnectedness, anchoring us in the profound realisation that we are,

quite literally, an ecosystem unto ourselves.
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Cycles of Life

In a sprawling, immersive group installacion, visicors are
enveloped in a visualization of the interconnected cycles that
govern life on Earth at every scale. From the cosmic dance of
galaxies to the subtle shifts of the Milankovitch cycles, the
installation weaves together the intricate rapestry of time and
existence. Guests journey through the vast carbon cycles, both
grand and minute, and encounter the enduring 1ifespans of
ancient lichens and centuries-old forests. The experience
culminates at the human scale, highlighting the daily rhythms
of day and night. Through captivating visuals and interactive
elements, visitors gain a profound understanding of the
interconnectedness that sustains life, fostering a sense of awe

and responsibility for our shared planetary home.
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Life in the
Baltic Sea

Diorama design solutions

A clear example of our approach to interconnectedness is brought to
bear in our diorama designs aimed at showing how the environment is
not just over there but intrinsically integrated in our being come to
show in our approach to, and how we aim to rethink the diorama
concept. Traditional dioramas separate humans from nature with a
literal sheet of glass, whereas our immersive bioramas instead invite
visitors to step into and coexist within natural environments by
blurring those borders. By immersing themselves in these spaces,
visitors understand their role as a part of nature, fostering a sense

of unity and shared responsibility.
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Life in the
Baltic Sea
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The static classic presentation of exhibits is further enhanced by a dynamic video projection on
the background wall and a rock that appears to "extend" partially through the glass, creating

a three-dimensional and realistic effect. The projection allows for the display of unique nature
footages as well as infographics.

42



The main goal of the museum is to present its existing collections in the
most attractive and engaging way possible. Our demonstration diorama
belongs to the thematic area “Coast and Sea", from which we have

developed the section "Coast" for this display.

The diorama is located beneath an overhead Waikway. Its total dimensions

are 4 meters in length, 1.5 meters in depth, and 2.1 meters in height.

The "foundation" of the diorama is formed by a base covered with
authentic, natural materials. To enhance the Visibility of the animals and
birds, they are elevated above the floor level, but this is done in a way that
maintains a natural aesthetic — using natural terrain forms and their

replicas.

The "heroes" of our diorama include a seal resting on a rock by the shore,
as well as birds flying overhead and those active on the beach. In addition
to animals and birds, the diorama also features bird nests with eggs,
coastal plant species, and even elements like seaweed banks, adding an

authentic touch to the scene.

To bring the static taxidermy specimens and plancs to life and make the
diorama more contemporary, we use a video projection on the
background wall. This projection allows for the depiction of various
weather conditions and seasons — from stormy seas in the background to
groups of seals swimming in the water or a distant pier. This dynamic

clement helps create a diverse and engaging experience for visitors.

Unlike land-themed bioramas, this diorama’s front is covered with giass,
which provides better protection and preservation of the exhibits. The
static presentation is further enhanced by a dynamic video projection on
the background wall and a rock that appears to "extend" partially through
the giass, creating a three-dimensional and realistic effect. The projection

allows for the display of unique nature footages as well as infographics.

Access to the interior of the diorama has been solved in a practical and
discreet manner — a subtle door is located in the side wall of the diorama.
This door does not interfere with the viewer's direct line of sight, as it is
positioned on the left side and harmonizes with the overall aesthetic of

the space.
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00. Accessibility

Information communicating an inclusive topic such

as coexistence needs to be accessible to everyone, no matter
the age or disability. Everyone has the right, possibility,

and freedom to have a say, discuss, ask questions and find
answers on nature-related topics. Because of this, the design
of the museum has a great emphasis on accessibility.

In addition, the exhibition can be experienced through all
senses so that everyone could have their own experience

and understanding within the museum.
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Exhibition for all

We aim to meet the highest accessibility standards, adhering to the
Smithsonian Guide for Universal Access in both physieai and digital
design. Our goal is to make the exhibition welcoming and engaging for
as many peopie as possibie, ensuring Ciarity and usability for a diverse

audience.

We prioritize usability and will conduct rigorous testing to ensure our
designs meet the latest standards in human-computer interaction and
accessibility, following ISO 9241-11. Our approach goes beyond current
standards, as we are developing new interaction methods and
technologies. Our team is equipped with the expertise to design these
innovations in a natural, intuitive, and immersive way, striving for fully

engaging eXperienCes that encourage VisSitor interaction.

Usability

Physical usability

The exhibition will adopt an inclusive design approach, ensuring
that all areas are safely accessible o all visitors, including
wheelchair users and parents with strollers, without physicai
barriers, height differences, or obstacles. For that (among others),
the ramp is designed as a trail running through different
landscapes on the “islands”, enabling a large number of visitors
(incl. wheelchair users) to experience the exhibition and look at the

exhibition at different levels.
Emotional usability

We will emphasize clarity and usability in order to make as many
peopie as possibie feel welcome and attracted to interact with our
exhibits. Among others, there are places designed e.g. for guided
tours, for resting, for hands-on activities. For children there is
separate area with mother-and-child room as well as activity corner
inside the main exhibition area. The areas with more calm and
relaxing activities alternate with areas with more active activities.
The topics are presented in a way that more cheerful topics
alternate with more serious, thought provoking topics, creating

different emotions.
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Communicative usability

Special attention will be given to the visibility of themed areas,
titles, and key objects to help visitors navigate and understand the
exhibition. Elements such as contrast, scale, height, viewing angle,
and legibility of text and images will follow best practices for

accessibility.

This includes offering content in multiple languages and providing
instructions in easily readable text or through visual
communication and using also tactile communication means.

For persons with visual disabilities, sounds, audio guides,
landmarks on the floor, tactile communication etc. will be used.
Some exhibits could be also touchable (e.g. 3D printed or clay

figures of some exhibits).

Mental usability

The texts will be in easily understandable language which is

comprehensible even to an audience without special knowledge.

For persons with intellectual disabilities, methodologies based on

feelings and senses, clear and simple language, clear signs will be used.

Social usability

Our tangible as well as digital incerfaces should have affordance thac

speaks to people of different age groups, cultures and educational level.
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Display and screen solutions that also accommodate people with special needs

The readability of the text must also consider

light and distance when choosing the size.

Front side Back side Keep text short and informative.
Sample text 350 characters.
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ - POO0COMOCOOaaO00 ¥ 0OC0a00OOaOCOM OO 000U00Ca 0000000 000CaIT 000000000
Balti meri 2300 mm
43" Toucscreen Baltic Sea
Content Q0% video and Karude jooksuaeg kestab mai keskpaigast juuni Am quid excea accullorit, voluptaerrum laborita
animations and 10% text. 43" Tactile llustrations area \estat marta-apmlin. Pejo tnivad ko ecgine e et i
Jjaanuaris. Vastsindinud on vaga pisikesed ja nende aliquae id ut re nobitae odipsum nimporesenim
sunnikaal ei tleta poolt kilogrammi. Peletades jaanuaris- accupici ut a sequid et elit vellabo repudandae minihit
veebruaris poegadega emakaru pesast eemale, ei naase laboruntibus quossendis aut veliam qui simagni
emakaru tavaliselt enam poegade juurde. hicimin ratio dolorumgue od quas pro id maxim.
Sign language Braillee section 600 x 195 mm
transcription
43" Toucscreen Display cabinet
Tcket scanner for ’ » Optimal angle for readin
personalized content Best height for Braille text ptimal angie for reading Museum glass to avoid reflections
positioning is 1200-1350 mm. and avoid reflections is 20 agrees
Optimal angle is 30-45 degrees
..................................... P
1000 mm 4
/ V7
 m— /s / 7 4
For better acessibility you can drive 750 mm
a wheelchair under the display boxes
and info stands.
750mm free space under.
Tactile paving on floor
¢ ¢ ¢
Theme opener stand R Info stand with 43" touchscreen Display cabinet
L ] L ] L ]
638 x 90 x 2300 mm 1000 x 597 x 1053 mm 1700 x 597 x 1063 mm
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09. Sustainability

Durability

The design prioritizes durability by selecting high—quality materials that can
withstand heavy visitor traffic and meet the demands of public spaces. By Choosing
materials that last, we reduce the need for frequent replacements, which helps
conserve resources and minimize environmental impact. Long—lasting materials
contribute to a sustainable environment by redueing waste and ensuring resilient

space.

Energy use

The lighting and multimedia systems are designed to conserve energy by operating
only when needed. Multimedia devices automatically power down at night and
activate in the morning, ensuring they are not in use during non-operational hours.
Additionally, we incorporate motion sensors in appropriate areas to control lighting,

minimizing energy use when spaces are unoccupied.

Material selection

In alignment with circular economy principles, we select materials that can be
recycled or repurposed at the end of their lifespan. For this exhibition, we focus on
recyclable materials like metal and glass, which not only provide durability and
aesthetic appeal but also support environmental sustainability by facilitating

recycling and reducing landfill waste.

We prefer local and eco-friendly materials that need less transport. For example,
local wood for the floor of the pathway. We also take CO2 footprint into

consideration.

Glass

Montenegro, Nina. Against Forgetting. 2015.
Woax rubbing of tree, fingerprint. 20 in x 20 in.







11. 3D views

3D views on following pages will give an overview of the

conceptual solution proposed.

A more detailed description of the content and exhibits

planned to be presented in the various sections of the ,

exhibition, is given in next chaprers.



A view from the balcony to the floating pathway and islands

The ramp runs between thematic islands, enabling like a walk in Estonian nature where different landscapes alternate with each other.
It also allows viewing the thematic islands from different angles and levels, creating a deep and multi-layered exhibition experience.




A view to thematic island “The Lakes and Rivers of Estonia”

In the beginning of the journey upwards the ramp that runs between thematic “islands”




A view from the ground floor.

Thematic island “In the Heart of Estonian Mire” on the right. While pathway is ascending and connecting floor with balcony additional spaces for visitors will be
under it.




Science Theatre on ground floor

This is an example how we can use additional space created by floating ramp and islands.




A view to interactive exhibit based on Konrad Magi painting, on ground floor, area H

Through directional microphones and augmented binoculars, hidden beings lurking within the artwork are unveiled. With each shift in focus, new secrets are revealed, transforming the static
image into an interactive, multi-sensory exploration. Art and technology are blended to create a dynamic, mystical experience, inviting visitors to discover the unseen.




A view to thematic island “In the Heart of Estonian Mire” in the foreground,
background the view to thematic island “The Meadows of Memory”




A view to thematic island “The Meadows of Memory”




A view to the balcony from the highest thematic island “Think-tank” by the ramp




A view to thematic islands by the ramp from the balcony
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A view downwards to forest themes on thematic islands by the ramp



A view to thematic area “Primeval Forests and Nature Conservation” by the

Protected animal and bird species are also exhibited in this area.
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The wall is viewable with augmented reality binoculars to see the same forest in different seasons and discover animals and birds living in this forest.
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12. Visitor
journey

Exhibition Areas
on the “Islands”

Leaving aside the fascinating outdoor area of

the museum, the in-door visitor journey
Exhibition Areas

on the Ground Floor begins as the gU€StS enter the muscum ﬁ‘Ol’lt

door. The journey is visualized on the figures

aside and Oon next page. The foliowing

*ﬁ\\\\

sub-chaprers will detail che journey through

the museum main exhibition hall.

\\\\\\\\\ v,,,,///////////

Temporary
Exhibitions

Children's Activity Area

Entrance

Main Entrance
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Area i - Global Challenges

Areaii - Urban Nature: A Moment of Peace
Aread iii - Futures in Green: Solutions for Tomorrow
Aread iv - From Earth to Table: Challenges and

Solutions in Agriculture

LIFT

Area v - City Life: Nature in Our Homes
Area vi - Benefits of Nature
Exhibition Areas
on the “Islands”
Ared1 - The Lakes and Rivers of Estonia
Aread 2 - In the Heart of Estonian Mire
Area 3 - Meadows of Memory
Ared 4 - Think-tank
Exhibition Areas Area 5 - Estonian Wildlife and Skyscapes
on the Ground Floor Aread 6 - The Forest Web: Energy, Cycles, and Micro Life
Area 7 - Umwelt: Jakob von Uexklill’s Legacy
= . .
o Area 8 - Wild Boar Family
/0 Aread 9 - Badgers’ Cave
> \\~§§ Ared 10 - Primeval Forests and Nature Conservation
Z
J X -
/ /%//% Areda 1 Forest Walll
‘

Topics on Ground floor:

Area A - The Entrance Tunnel

Area B - Welcome Area

Area C - Global Energy Flows and Nutrient Cycles
Temporary Area D - Curiosity Corner
Exhibitions . . .
Area E - Behind the Scenes: Museum Reseadrch in Action
Area F - Ancient Waters: Estonia’s Geological Past
Area G - Formation of the Land
Area H

i ivi - Interactive landscape
Children's Activity Area v P

Entrance

Area l - Life of the Baltic Sea
2 Area J - Baltic Sea Dive
2
"/’/»/,/ Area K - Science Theatre
/////”/’ Gate
Area L - Children’s Mini-Exhibition with Aquarium

Main Entrance



LIFT|

Exhibition Areas
on the “Islands”

Exhibition Areas
on the Ground Floor

Main Entrance

Temporary
Exhibitions

R

Children's Activity Area

Layout
by room functions

The exhibition area has areas wich different

functions shown in the ﬁgure aside:

B - Welcome area on ground floor

K - Science theatre,
multifunctional activity
area on ground floor

L - Smalll kids area under stairs

E - Areas showing museum
research work in action

T - Gathering areas
for guiding tours

R - Seating and relaxing areas

4 - Think-tank

AR - Augmented Readlity Binoculars
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Visitor Journey through Core Exhibition Hall: the Ground Floor

Designed for a smooth and logical progression, the exhibition creates a cohesive
narrative that unfolds from Estonia’s natural and cultural heritage to global

challenges and potential solutions.

Upon entering through the Entrance Tunnel (arca A), the visitors are first
greeted by the Welcome Area (area B), where they are introduced to the
overarching story of the core exposition and given the necessary visitor journey
guidance on the “Welcome to the Exhibition” screen. This initial section sets the
stage for the entire museum experience, presenting the core focus: the
interconnectedness of nature, human activity, and the challenges and solutions

that will shape the future of our planet.

The journey then dives into exhibition area laing the scientific foundations, as
visitors explore the topics on the ground floor such as the "Global Energy
Flows and Nutrient Cycles” (Area C) and "Behind the Scenes: Museum
Research in Action” (Area D). These topics will provide insight to the natural
processes and energy flows that underpin all life on Earch and highlight che
importance of scientific research that shapes the way we see and understand
nature around us. In this section of the exhibition hall, visitors will also
encounter a flexible temporary exhibition space (Area D), where topics and
displays are changed over time. At the museum'’s opening, this area features a
"Rare Exhibits" showcase, offering a glimpse into the fascinating treasures within

the museum's collections.

Next, visitors step into deep time with Area F — "Ancient Waters: The Secrets of
Estonia’s Geological Past”. Here, they uncover the rich geological history of
Estonia, connecting the distant past to the present. Following this, Area G —
"Formation of the Land” delves into the dramatic shifts that have shaped the
Estonian landscape, from the Ice Age to the Anthropocene. Adjacent to this, in
Area H - "Interactive Landscape', an engaging installation invites visitors to
explore the ever—ehanging terrain of Estonia through Interactive experiences.
This progression through the exhibition encourages visitors to reflect on the

dynamic changes over millennia.

From historical perspective, visitors transition into the present-day landscape
with Area I — "Life of the Baltic Sea". Adjacent to this, Area ] — "Baltic Sea Dive"
immerses visitors in the underwater world with an interactive "lift" cthat brings

the vibrant ecosystems of the Baltic Sea to life.

There are two remaining areas on the ground floor. Area K — "Science Theatre”
is a space designed for shows, museum classes, and lectures. Nearby, Area L -
"Children’s Mini-Exhibition with Aquarium" is a dedicated, playful space
located below the stairs leading to the second floor. Here, children can explore,
touch, play, and even climb on a mini obstacle path, immersing themselves in
hands-on learning. The room features a live aquarium visible both from the
exhibition hall and inside the children's space, offering a unique opportunity for

young visitors to connect with the aquatic life of Estonia.
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Visitor Journey through Core Exhibition Hall:
the Ramp and Balcony areas

As visitors ascend the ramp, the focus shifts to Estonia’s local ecosystems,
starting with Area 1 — "The Lakes and Rivers of Estonia," followed by Area 2 —
"In the Heart of Estonian Mire" and Area 3 — "Meadows of Memory". These
arcas introduce visitors to the unique landscapes of freshwater systems, peat
bogs, and meadows, highlighting the fragility and interconnectedness of
Estonia’s biodiversity, while showing both the positive and negative impact of

human influence.

At the top of the ramp and heart of the museum hall, visitors encounter the
Think-tank “island” (Area 4), which encourages reflection on global challenges
and solutions for the future of nature and humanity. This pivotal moment
invites deep, intellectual engagement, prompting visitors to consider their role

in shaping the planet’s future.

From here, visitors can continue along the balcony, where the narrative
broadens to global concerns and future solutions. The journey moves through
arcas like "Global Challenges" (Area 1), "Urban Nature: A Moment of Peace”
(Area ii), "Futures in Green: Solutions for Tomorrow" (Area iii), and

"From Earth to Table: Challenges and Solutions in Agriculture” (Area iv).

These sections focus on human-centered environmental solutions, encouraging
visitors to explore how societal, technological, and agriculcural shifts can address

pressing environmental issues.

As the balcony tour continues, visitors reflect on harmonious living with nature
in "City Life: Nature in Our Homes" (Area v) and "Benefits of Nature” (Area vi),
Considering how sustainability, culture, and art can shape a more syrnbiotic

relationship with the environment.

The journey culminates as visitors descend the ramp, reinforcing the theme of
nature’s circularity and interconnectedness. The descent begins with Area 5 —
"Estonian Wildlife and Skyscapes,” and Arca 6 — "The Forest Web: Energy,
Cycles, and Micro Life," reconnecting visitors with local biodiversity and
ccological importance of photosynthesis, mycorrhizae and nutrient cycling. A
glimpse into Area 7 — "Umwelt: Jakob von Uexkiill’s Legacy" adds depth,
exploring the subjective experiences of animals and ecosystems, with a small

special exhibit of the "Wild Boar Family" life tucked in Area 9.

The descent concludes in Area 10 — "Forest: Living Heritage," reaffirming
Estonia’s natural heritage and leaving visitors with a hopeful call to action,
encouraging them to think criticaiiy about their role in preserving and restoring
the natural world. Meanwhile, children can engage with the interactive piay area
in Area 9 — "Beavers’ Cave," emphasizing the importance of nature education

and playful exploration.

Area 11 — "Forest Wall" is a striking mural at the back of the museum hall
offering a visual connection to the forest’s vastness and beauty, visible from

nearly every corner of the space.

This thoughtfully designed journey allows visitors to connect with Estonia’s
natural history, confront contemporary Chaiienges, and envision a sustainable
future, creating a dynamic, emotionally resonant experience that evolves from

reﬂection to engagement.
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Visitor Journey through the Core Exhibition:
Foundation, Ascent, Climax, and Descent

Visitor journey through the core exhibition is designed to mirror both physical,
thematic, and intellectual progression. As visitors begin their pach on the
ground floor the topics that cover nutrient and energy cycles of the world and
research of nature along with introduction to the formation of the Estonian land

area we are setting the stage for deeper engagement and learning.

As the visitors begin to ascend the ramp, the exhibition gradually draws them
more 1n, intensifying both in intellectual and emotional engagement. The more
visitors focus on the exhibition topics along the route, the more they are
prepared to confront the pressing global challenges highlighted in the balcony.
This progression not only builds awareness but also prepares them for the heart
of the exhibition — the Think-tank area, where we invite them to make personai

and communal environmental commitments.

From this point on, the journey transitions into decent, allowing visitors to calm
their minds in the forest-related “islands” along the downward route on

the ramp where the focus shifts back to more calm topics such as protection of
biodiversity, importance of photosynthesis and conservation of natural heritage.
The decent provides space for quieter reflection, reinforcing the message of hope

and urgency of protecting nature.

Visitor will conclude their journey with renewed sense of responsibility and
commitment to preserving the natural heritage, and with a message of optimism

and hope.
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13. Details of the Core Exhibition




Temporary
Exhibitions

=

Toilets Children's Activity Area
Lockers

Ground Floor Exhibition areas



Distribution
of Exhibition Areas

on the Ground Floor

The ground floor sets the stage for an exciting journey through Estonia’s
natural and geological heritage, beginning with an entrance tunnel chat
symbolically transports visitors from everyday life into the realm of
expioration. This section invites visitors to embark on a profound
geological journey, exploring the formation of the Baltic Sea and
Estonian landscapes — from deep geological eras through the Ice Age and

into the present day.

In addition to this, visitors engage in a personai iearning experience at
the Science Theatre, where hands-on demonstrations and interactive
exhibits highlight the museum’s critical role in research and
conservation. This immersive experience deepens our collective

understanding of natural iﬁistory and environmental responsibiiity.

SHOP
TICKETS

ENTRANCE > A

CHILDREN'S
AREA

TEMPORARY
EXHIBITIONS

Topic covered on ground floor:

Area A
Area B
Area C
Area D
Area E
Area F
Area G
Area H
Area |

Area J
Area K
Area L

- The Entrance Tunnel

- Welcome Area

- Global Energy Flows and Nutrient Cycles

- Curiosity Corner

- Behind the Scenes: Museum Reseadrch in Action
- Ancient Waters: The Secrets of Estonia’s Geological Past
- Formation of the Land

- Interactive landscape

- Life of the Balltic Sea

- Baltic Sea Dive

- Science Theatre

- Children’s Mini-Exhibition with Aquarium
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Ground floor. Area A

The entrance tunnel

Before entering the main exhibition hall of Museum of Natural History of Estonia,
visitors shall pass through the 'Mist Tunnel', a deliberately designed liminal space
that disrupts the ordinary and primes the senses for discovery. This experiential
passage, dense with a dynamic mist, is not merely a transitional zone but a profound
Sensory realignment. Inspired thematieaiiy by Jakob von Uexkiill's concept of umwelt,
the tunnel abstractly evokes the subjective perceptual worlds of diverse species,
encouraging visitors to contemplate the manifold realities of life on Earth. The
tangible encounter with the elements — the moisture on skin, the temperature shift,
the muted sounds — serves as a vivid reminder of nature's constant presence and its
power to transform. By crossing this threshold, visitors are invited to shed their
anthropoeentrie perspective, open their minds, and embrace the multifaceted,

interconnected, and wondrous web of life that constitutes our natural world.

o et v o e e
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Ground floor. Area B

Welcome Area

The Welcome Area serves as the gateway to the Estonian Natural History Museum's
core exhibition, setting the tone for the journey ahead. Featuring an artistic
installation of the Tamme-Lauri Oak — an iconic syrnboi in Estonian heritage — this
area connects visitors to nature. The impressive oak installation appears to stretch

out of the museum’s roof, irnrnediateiy Catching the cye upon entering the hall.

Nearby, a digital interactive stand offers detailed information about the
Tamme-Lauri Oak and its cultural signiﬁeance. The entrance area also doubles as

a comfortable gathering space, ideal for groups awaiting tour guides.

A dynamie, curved wall greets visitors with a Weieorning message and introduces
the museum’s permanent exhibition route. This exhibit serves as a shared experience
for many visitors at once, guiding them through the space and introdueing "The

Wind" — the narrator who will accompany them throughout their journey.
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Storyline and Theme Opener
Topic opener: Tamme-Lauri oak

Rationale: The ancient Tamme-Lauri oak greets visitors as a
symbol of Estonia's deep connection to nature and culture,
setting the tone for a journey through Estonia’s natural and

cultural landscapes.

Atmosphere and Aesthetics

The atmosphere of the Welcome Area is light, open, and inviting, with
soft earthly lighting solution. The space is designed to immediately
engage visitors, blending natural elements with modern aesthetics (the
oak is solved as an artistic installation). The abstract Tamme-Lauri
Oak installation, towering and impressive, provides a focal point, with
its twisting, organic shape suggesting both nature’s raw power and its

delicate intricacies.

Emotional Resonance

Comfort, curiosity — a space for orientation and welcoming visitors
into the exhibition should arise curiosity but also feel Welcoming and

emotionally comfortable.

Content and Engagement

In this area, content is both informative and inclusive. The digital stand next
to the oak tree installation provides visitors with an engaging introduction
to the natural history of the Tamme-Lauri Oak, as well as to Estonian flora
and fauna related to this 1arge tree as living environment for smaller species.
Through touchscreens, visitors can learn about the tree’s role in Estonian
culture, its biology, and its place in the broader context of the country’s
natural heritage. Interactive features may include a virtual tour of
Tamme-Lauri Oak’s environment, stories from local folklore, and ecological
facts about ancient trees. Additionally, the interactive "Welcome to the
Museum” wall gives visitors a clear understanding of the museum’s 1ayout,

the visitor route, and a preview of the experiences that await ahead.

Key Takeaway Messages

Connection to Nature:

The Tamme-Lauri Oak represents Estonia’s deep bond with nature

and the importance of preserving culture and biodiversity.

Exploration Begins Here:

The Welcome Area sets the tone for the visitor journey,

offering direction and anticipation.
g P

The Wind as Guide:

The Wind serves as the narrative thread, guiding

visitors through the museum experience.
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Ground floor. Area C

Global Energy Flows
and Nutrient Cycles

Global Energy Flows and Nutrient Cycles section is showcasing global
energy flows and nutrient cycles that is rooted in the recognition that all life
is part of an intricate, interconnected web. Every organism, from the
smallest microbe to the largest predacor, plays a role in these terrestrial and
even cosmic cycles. Understanding these processes reveals the underlying

harmony that sustains our planet.

By exploring how energy and nutrients flow through Earch’s systems, and
how cosmic forces influence these cycles, we come to appreciate the
profound interconnectedness of all things. This perspective fosters a sense
of awe and responsibility, urging us to see ourselves not as separate from

nature, but humans as active participants in the ongoing balance of life.
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Content and Engagement

The "Global Energy Flows and Nutrient Cycles" area features a stunning,
never-before-seen installation that breaks out of the wall and ventures
seamlessly into the exhibition space. Here visitors can get an
understanding of the interconnected cycles that connects the

circumstances for life on earch at all scales.

Larger rings beyond Earth's cycles represent cosmic influences, including
Earth's rotation, the Moon’s orbit, solar activity, Milankovicch cycles, and
planetary movements within our solar system and the galaxy. These vast
celestial cycles extend beyond the screen, symbolizing their far-reaching
impact on Earth. The entire installacion functions as a vast,
interconnected mechanism — where a Change in one Cycle affects the

entire system.

Earth cycles like carbon, nitrogen, phosphorus, water, rock, and oxygen

can be investigated by the visitor yet understanding their connection to

the grand scheme of our cosmic existence. Smaller circles between them
illustrate finer cycles, such as migration patterns, predator-prey
interactions, and seasonal changes. Simple, visually striking animations
accompany cach cycle, offering a quick, clear understanding of how they

work.

This captivating installation invites visitors to reflect on the delicate
balance of these cycles, highlighting the harmony that sustains life on

Earth and connects us to thC broader universe.
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The second exhibit in this area is a smaller interactive exhibit ?’From Cosmos to Cell”.

By permeating the layers of life this table installation offers a tangible journey through the scales of existence. A responsive surface, interactive via
physical rings, invites visitors to explore the cosmos and the microcosm seamlessly. A turn of the ring presents the Earth as a blue marble amidst che
stars. With each twist, visitors zoom out to the universe and back, honing in on Europe, Estonia, and a speciﬁc locale. Through interaction, the rings
allow visitors to delve deeper, unveiling the intricate details of non-human beings that inhabit the chosen landscape. With each rotation visicors can
zoom into the microscopic realm, revealing cells and their pulsating structures, and ultimately, the molecular dance that underpins all life. This
interactive experience opens our eyes to the unseen layers of the natural world, offering a deeper understanding of life's interconnectedness. It invites

us to lOOl( beyond tl’l€ surface, to appreciate tl’1€ beauty Of th€ vast and minute, and CO connect Wltl’l th€ non—human b€ngS that Sl’l'clI’€ our planet.

83



Foto: Getty Images

Tardigrade moulage

Last but not least, the over-life size tardigrade moulage will be presented
in this area as a captivating, tactile exhibit that allows visitors to engage

with one of nature's most resilient creatures in a completely new way.

This massive, highly detailed model will be over life-size, scaled to human
proportions or larger, offering visitors an experience where they can
physieaﬂy touch and explore the features of the tardigrade. With its
rugged, armored exterior and unique features, the moulage will highlight
the microscopic marvels that enable tardigrades £o survive extreme

conditions, such as extreme heat, cold, radiation, and dehydration.

Visitors can examine its segmented body, powerful claws, and intricate
facial features, all magnified to allow for a deeper understanding of how
this microscopic organism endures in environments that would be lethal
to most other forms of life. It also serves to emphasize the importance of
the tiny, often overlooked life forms that play vital roles in the

ecosystems around us.
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Storyline and Theme Opener
Topic opener: Tardigrade

Rationale: Tardigrade is a life form that is highly resilient and capable
of surviving in a wide range of environments, and would likely be
among the first forms of life discovered elsewhere in the universe.
Through the resilient tardigrade, visitors are introduced to life’s

adaptability. emphasizing the intricate cycles that sustain ecosystems.
P Vs P 8 Yy Y

Atmosphere and Aesthetics

This area is lit with soft, focused lighting that highlights the futuristic

Earch's cycics exhibit. The ambiance is modern yet inviting.

Emotional Resonance

Wonder, awe, discovery — recognizing the interconnectedness and
beauty of natural cycles. Getting new knowledge about the
microscopic tardigradc on the background of the iargcst of cosmic and

carthly systems.

Key Takeaway Messages

Interconnectedness of Life:

All life forms, from microbes to predators, are part of cycles that

sustain life on Earth.

Cosmic and Earthly Cycles:

Earth’s nutrient and CNErgy ﬂOWS arce shapcd by bOti’l planctary and

cosmic forces, linking our planet and all life on it to a larger system.

Life’s Resilience and Adaptability:

The tardigrade symbolizes life’s resilience, showing how even small

organisms can survive extreme conditions.



Ground floor. Area D

The Curiosity Corner

The Curiosity Corner is a dynamic and adaptabie exhibition space designed for
changing exhibits. This area is constantly evolving, offering a platform for
displaying species and topics that don't fit into other exhibition themes but are
too fascinating to overlook — such as penguins, flamingos, and other

extraordinary animals.

What makes this space unique is its flexibility. Each display stand is mobile, builc
on wheels, and designed to be easily reconfigured, allowing for seamless changes.
This ensures the Curiosity Corner can quickly transform to accommodate new
topics and temporary exhibits, making room for fresh and engaging content

whenever needed.
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Ground floor. Area E

Behind the Scenes:
Museum Research in Action

Behind the Scenes: Museum Research in Action exhibition section is
literally built around and surrounds an in-door window that connects
directiy to the museum’s collections and daiiy work area, offering ViSitors a
unique, real-time view into the ongoing research and conservation efforts

happening behind the scenes.

The area seamlessly integrates physical artifacts and digital displays that
showcase the dedication of individuals advancing our understanding of
Estonia’s natural history. Visitors can explore personal stories, hunting
trophies, and specimens such as the mounted European mink and garden
dormouse, alongside historical photographs and field diaries from
prominent researchers like T. Marnot and O. Smeidt. These documents
illustrate the passion and dedication of naturalists and biologists over time,

from A. Uksip’s 1964 phenological notes to K. Puust's 1946 sketches.

Surrounding the actual working window, this exhibit allows visitors to
engage directiy with the museum’s live research environment, offering them
an immersive understanding of the ongoing work that preserves and

deepens our knowiedge Of Estonia’s naturai heritage.
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Content and Engagement

This area features several engaging solutions. Firstly there is an interactive map table
that invites visitors to engage with Estonian geography on old maps and historical vs
novel digital mapping navigation solutions (i.e. compass vs GPS). Then, a simulated
scientist’s workspace features tools like binoculars, butterfly nets, and U. Ramst’s
1990s dye samples. An indoor window into the museum’s collections room emphasizes

the museum's ongoing commitment to preserving Estonia’s biodiversity.

There is a dedicated storyboard wall that can have sections or “panels” dedicated to
different stories with a mix of photographs, short quotes, and ohjects. The wall has
integrated listening posts, tablets and physical wall mounts for objects and stories

athered via the museum’s story collection campaien.
8 Y paig

An individual installation is creaced for the Ehrenpreis’ album in a display case
highlighting its historical significance in Estonian nature protection. Supported by
touch screen information and photos of Enrenpreis documented trees or springs.
The Tetrax tetrax physical showcase, accompanied with looping video about the
taxidermist working explain how taxidermology contributes to species study and

conservation.

These and other similar exhibits illustrate the crucial role of museums in advancing

scientific knowledge and fostering a deeper connection to our natural heritage.

Storyline and Theme Opener

Topic opener: Field Diary

Rationale: Historical field diary of T. Marnot as a syrnboi

to show the everyday work of researchers,
conservationists, and explorers. It could be represented
visually as an open diary with handwritten notes,
sketches, etc. This area brings visitors closer to the
personal experiences and contributions of researchers

ana explorers.
d expl

Atmosphere and Aesthetics

This area features warm and cosy natural lighting that
evokes the feeiing of scientist’s Workpiace. There can be
de slight sound of writing on paper, distant bird sounds,
or other natural sounds in the background. Use of

spotted lights highlights various exhibits in this area.

Emotional Resonance

Inspiration, awe — fostering an understanding of the

crucial work in conservation and research.
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Ground floor. Area F

Ancient waters:

The Secrets of Estonian

Geological Past

Ancient Waters: The Secrets of Estonia's Geological Past invites visitors
on a journey through deep geo]ogieal time, immersing them in the
fascinating history of Estonia’s ancient seas and the area’s drift from the

Southern Hemisphere to where it situated today.

Spanning the Cambrian, Ordovician, Silurian, and Devonian periods, this
exhibition unveils the remarkable underwater ccosystems that thrived
millions of years ago. Through displays that highlight significant geological
events and processes, visitors will expiore how life evolved and how

Estonia’s key natural resources, such as oil shale, were formed.

This area offers a giirnpse into the profound ehanges that shaped the Baltic

region, bringing to life the distant past of the land and its ecosystems.

Content and Engagement

At the heart of the exhibit is a central display island, featuring a diverse
collection of fossils, minerals, and rocks, showcasing key specimens from
cach geological period. Augmented reality technology will bring fossils to
life, allowing visitors to see ancient creatures in their original

environments.

Surrounding this central dispiay, four immersive wall sections will
highlight each geological period with interactive videos, animations and
information depicting seabed life, while a life-size moulage of an ancient
sea scorpion will serve as a striking focal point, bringing the prehistoric
seas to life. Informative panels will provide additional context on how

these periods shaped Estonia’s geological legacy.

This room is designed to foster a deeper understanding of the connection
between ancient ecosystems and the geological processes that continue to

shape our world today.
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A series of interactions empowers visitors to bring artifacts to life,
overlaying digital 1ayers that reveal their enchanted interiors and
contextual roles within the wider ecosystem. By scanning intricate
objects with augmented reality devices, visitors unveil the hidden
stories and functions of each object. Glowing animated visuals
illustrate the artifacts' internal Workings, while overlays demonstrate

their interconnectedness with the natural world.?
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Storyline and Theme Opener Key Takeaway Messages

Topic opener: Ancient sea scorpion The Power of Geological Time:

Rationale: Representing the life forms chat lived in Estonia’s Earth's history spans millions of years, shaping life and landscapes

waters millions of years ago, this opener sets the tone for over vast timescales.

uncovering the hidden geological history of the region.
Evolution of Species:

Species evolved and adapted over time, from simple marine life

A’rmosphere and Aesthetics to more Cornplex organisrns, driven by environmental Changes.

The room will be dimly lit to enhance the projection effects, Ancient Ecosystems and Biodiversity:

creating a serene, underwater ambiance. The design will incorporate Ancient sea life was incredibly diverse, with
organic shapes and textures reminiscent of waves of the sea and ccosystems shaped by environmental factors.
seabeds.

Formation of the Baltic Region:

Arnbient soundscapes featuring Sca SOUHdS and gentie currents Wlii K@y geoiogicai SV Shaped the Baitic ngiOH, f‘orming

complement the visuals, creating an engaging and multi-sensory the land and seas we see today.

experience. ) .
Environmental Changes Over Time:

Emotional Resonance Ancient climates and environmental shifts influenced biodiversity,

offering insights nto today's environmental Chaiienges.
Mystery, awe, discovery — evoking the ancient and hidden history,

of water and geological evolution and meeting the unusual ancient Connection Between Past and Present:

creaturcs. Everything is interconnected through time and space; the changes n

Earch's past continue to shape the world today.



Ground floor. Area G

Formation of the Land

The Formation of the Land exhibition area examines the powerful natural forces and
human actions that have shaped Estonia's (and surrounding areas) geologieai,
biological, and cultural landscapes. It takes visitors on a journey through the region’s
deep history, from the Ice Age, when glaciers carved the land, to the present day,

where human activity now piays a dominant role in shaping the environment.

The exhibition area highiights key events like glaciation, sea-level Changes, and
ecological succession, alongside the impacts of human sectlement, agriculeure, and
industry. As human influence grew, so did the pace of transformation, ushering n
the Anthropocene — an era marked by deforestation, industrialization, and land

cultivation, all of which have left iasting marks on landforms and biodiversity.

Encouraging reflection on the future of Estonia’s environment, the exhibic challenges
visitors to consider their role in baianeing conservation with deveioprnent,

prompting engagement with the critical environmental issues of today.
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A biorama invites visitors to explore frozen landscapes that melt away
upon approach, unveiling vibrant ancient worlds. This interaction
serves as a metaphor for humanity’s impact on the environment in the
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Content and Engagement

The most striking feature of the "Formation of the Land” exhibition area is
the massive glacier design that stretches from the floor to over 4 meters
high along the walls. This dramatic visual serves as both a thematic
centerpiece and a dynamic storytelling tool. Embedded within this glacier
wall are a range of interactive exhibits and multimedia solutions that

engage visitors in the geoiogical and cultural history of Estonia.

The exhibition begins with the Weichselian Glaciation (can be solved as
interactive map), when ice sheets covered Estonia and Northern Europe,
shaping the landscape with glacial erratics (can be brought real samples to
the room as exhibits), moraines, and giaciai lakes (as information stands,
screens). As glaciers retreated, post-glacial rebound raised the land,
forming the Baltic Sea from the Baltic Ice Lake and creating coastal

features like beaches and cliffs (can be solved as striking video solution).

Following the retreat, plants like birch and pine and animals (shown
as physical exhibits in bioramas) migraced, forming boreal forests and
wetlands, important for carbon storage (discussed by animations and
interactive solutions). The exhibition covers species adaptation, the
reintroduction of the European bison (if possible the introduced as

a mouiage), and the role of microorganisms (creative digitai solution)

in ecosystem development.

As the climate warmed, the Baltic Sea evolved (the phases of the
Baltic Sea discussed as animations and information stands) into a
brackish environment with species like spiny dogfish and Baltic
herring (species shown as physical exhibits). Early marine and

freshwater species SUCi’l as biadderwraok COiOniZGd the arca.

The final section explores early human settlements, highlighting
their environmental impact — clearing forests for agriculture,
introducing species like common carp, and the reintroduction of
the European beaver. The role of humans in shaping Estonia’s
ccosystems and ongoing conservation efforts is emphasized (chis

could be solved as a video installation and a little sitting area).
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Storyline and Theme Opener
Opener: Goldcrest, Regulus regulus

Rationale: A small but resilient bird that has witnessed the
transformation of the Estonian iandscape, symboiizing the
endurance of life through significant changes like the Ice Age,
guiding VISItOTs INto understanding the geoiogicai history that

shaped Estonia’s landscapes into the age of Anthropocene.

Atmosphere and Aesthetics

As the area presents an immersive centerpiece — large glacier
moulage then the overall atmosphere combines natural glacier
textures with modern design. Soft, blueish ambient lighting
highiights key features of the giaciai landforms, while soundscapes

evoke the ice movement (ice cracking, water dripping etc).

Emotional Resonance

Wonder, intrigue — engaging visitors in the deep geological

story of Estonia's past.

Key Takeaway Messages

The power of nature:

Aii Of the Estonia’s todays 1andscapes have been CaI"fod by 1ce.

Human Impact in the Anthropocene:

Humans have shifted from being part of nature to a dominant

force, accelerating environmental changes.

Responsibility for the Future:

As we live in the Anthropocene, we must address environmental

issues and make choices that shape Estonia’s future.



Ground floor. Area H

Interactive Landscape

In a delicate shift of our usual perception of nature, the lake
section offers a mediated view through the lens of Konrad Migi.
A large representation of his painting Louna-Eesti maastik
invites the visitor to first encounter the beauty of the landscape.
Through interaction, visitors can uncover sounds and glimpses
into the life forms hidden within the scene. Using a sound gun
and binoculars, they can move across the painting, focusing their
attention through the crosshairs, and reveal the non-human
beings that bring the lake biotope to life. This immersive
experience gently opens the eyes to the often unseen symphony of
nature, offering a richer understanding of its interwoven essence
— inviting us to see beyond the surface and embrace the small

beings and earths that create it.
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Ground floor. Area |

Life of the Baltic Sea

The Life of the Baltic Sea exhibit delves into the complex ecosystems of this
unique and fragile marine environment, highlighting the interconnected web

of life that thrives within its waters.

The exhibition showcases the diverse species — ranging from marine mammals
and fish to birds, invertebrates, and microorganisms — that rely on the Baltic
Sea brackish waters and coastal ecosystems. Tt also underscores the vital roles
of plants, secaweeds, algae, and microorganisms in sustaining these ecosystems,
while exploring the historical, scientific, and culcural ties between humans and

the sca.

Through engaging displays, interactive technologies, and immersive
experiences, the exhibit fosters a deeper understanding of the Baltic’s
ccological balance and the challenges it faces. Visitors will gain insight inco
the urgent need to preserve its health, with a call to action for protecting this

delicate environment from pollution, climate change, and human impact.
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An unusua] biorama ShOWS a perspective humans arce seldom pery CO.

The ceiling portrays the sea surface and sees the ducks swimming,

swans diving and seals foraging from a different view.
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Content and Engagement

The journey in this area ]oegins with two striking bioramas that bring the Baltic Sea’s underwater world and
coastal life to life. The first biorama illustrates the interconnectedness of marine mammals, fish, birds, and
piants, highlighting species such as seals, porpoises, European eel, and Baltic herring, aiongside vital
underwater plants like eelgrass and bladderwrack. This exhibit demonstrates how each organism, from the

tiniest invertebrate to the 1argest predator, piays a role in the overall health and balance of the ecosystem.

The second biorama showcases coastal life, focusing on the behavior of bird species like the common
redshank and greacer scaup as they in